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NIVEN GOVINDEN’S previous novels are We Are The New Romantics and Graffiti My Soul. His
short stories have appeared in numerous publications including Five Dials, Time Out, Pen Pusher,
Shortfire Press, BUTT, and on BBC Radio 3. He was shortlisted for the 2011 Bristol Prize.
http://www.black-bread.tumblr.com/
http://www.twiter.com/niven_govinden
“Niven Govinden brilliantly evokes the bleak comedy and deranged exhilaration of modern
life. This is the sound of the suburbs.”
Jake Arnott
“I’m full of admiration for this novel and the way it captures a couple as a crisis
detonates in their marriage and exposes all sorts of emotional and cultural fault
lines in the process. It was deft without being superficial, serious without being
ponderous and pulled off the clever trick of constantly unsettling the reader’s
sympathies and assumptions. And the novel’s setting - affluent, settled Sussex - is
a wonderfully evoked foil for the novel’s themes of disruption and alienation.
It’s a very fine book.”
Alex Clark
“In this tale of everyday tragedy and everyday life, Niven Govinden
confirms his status as one of the most important chroniclers of modernday Britain. Written with grace, beauty and refreshing honesty, Black
Bread White Beer explores human relationships in all their messy flux,
creating a novel of genuine power and resonance. It is the kind of book
readers long for, but so rarely find.”
Stuart Evers
“A stylish, gripping, quietly heartbreaking book that takes the
reader’s emotions and clamps them, vice-like, until we are left
spent and breathless. It reminded me in both style and subject
of the great American master James Salter, in the way it turns a
cool, anthropologist’s eye on a couple as their love for each other
- already full of dangerous fissures - begins to crumble. One of the most
moving, powerful novels I’ve read in a long while.”
Alex Preston
“Niven Govinden’s taut, poetically harrowing novel displays all the poise, balance and confidence of the most daring of
tightrope walkers. Few contemporary novelists are able to maintain such courage.”
Lee Rourke
“Niven Govinden is one of my favourite writers in the world and his words are like punches to the chest. The book
deals with themes of technology versus nature, mixed-race couples and how the small can seem so big, with wit, tension,
emotion and humility. One of the most human books about grief ever written.”
Nikesh Shukla
‘In form and scope, “Black Bread White Beer” recalls Ian McEwan’s novella “On Chesil Beach”.’
Tehelka (India)
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